
2023 horse heaven hills 
cabernet sauvignon
The 2023 Horse Heaven Hills Cabernet Sauvignon is a meticulously crafted expression of this 
iconic AVA within the Columbia Valley. Sourced from standout sites including Wallula Gap, 
Phinny Hill, Milt’s, and Cavalie, this wine captures the depth, structure, and aromatic range 
that define Horse Heaven Hills at its best.



This is, quite literally, a wine that will never exist again. Following the 2023 vintage, the Cavalie 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon block was lost to fire, while portions of the Wallula Gap vineyard 
experienced significant vine loss due to spray drift. What remains in this bottle is a singular 
moment in time, bringing together fruit from three of the region’s most respected growers, 
including Mercer, Wallula Gap, and Phinny Hill, into a cohesive and authentic expression of 
both place and vintage.



The 2023 growing season provided a welcome return to balance, with steady ripening 
conditions and an even fruit set. Warm days developed depth and richness, while cool nights 
preserved freshness and structure. Harvest took place in the early mornings from early October 
into November.



At the winery, grapes were hand harvested and meticulously cluster sorted, destemmed, and 
berry sorted. Primary fermentation lasted 14 days in new French oak, with an additional 30+ 
days of extended maceration to build texture, deepen integration, and refine tannin structure.



The wine was then cellared for 23 months in 100% new French oak. The final blend, composed 
of 96% Cabernet Sauvignon and 4% Merlot, was drawn from just 8 barrels, yielding 199 cases. 
Bottled unfined and unfiltered, the wine preserves its full purity, vibrancy, and intensity.

“Saturated dark garnet, this Cabernet Sauvignon balances ripe power with vibrant 
energy. The nose reveals crushed black currant and cherry layered with cola spice, 
sage, and fennel. The palate offers cherry compote, sassafras, and cocoa, framed 
by finely integrated tannins and surprising mid-palate depth. Full-bodied yet 
incredibly graceful, it concludes with a clean, mineral-driven finish of pure fruit 
and warm spice.”

hal ivers on, winemaker

SELECT VINEYARDS

Horse Heaven Hills AVA Wallula Gap, Cavalie, Phinny Hill, Milt’s

AVA Horse Heaven Hills

Varietals 96% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Merlot SPOKANE

Fermentation Fermented for 14 days in 100% new French 
oak. The must was left on skins for 30 days 
of extended maceration.

Aging Aged 23 Months in 100% new French oak

Alcohol 14.9%

Cases 199

Best Between Now – 2040

Retail $85

15500  Redmond-Wo od inville Rd  NE c600,  Wo od inville , WA 98072

SEATTLE

@ matthewswinery

HORSE HEAVEN

HILLS AVA wallula gap

matthewswinery.com

Phinny Hill
Cavalie

milts

COLUMBIA

VALLEY AVA


